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Crafted for Living: Cape Dreams
Custom Building
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Cape Dreams
Building & Design

Crafted for Living:
Cape Dreams and the Beauty of Custom Building

Exceptional Craftsmanship & Experienced Excellence EVERY TIME

PROJECT: Brewster, Cape Cod, HA - Transforming a vision into a coastal retreat, BRICC AWARDS, GOLD WINNER
BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design

ARCHITECT: Staven C. Hayes, PC

FROJECT MANAGER: Paul van Steensel

DESIGH CONSULTANT: Re-lnvent, Rita Pacheco

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Sarbello Landscaping, inc.

PHROTOOGRAPHY: Richard Gayle

project demanded rat only a high level of craftsmanship, but rigarous coordination with tawn and state agencies. Owver the life of the build, founder
Paul van Steersel personally atbended numerous conservation meetings, navigating a labyrinth of approvals with patience and precision. That level

of engagement speaks valumes about Cape Dreams’ cammitment, not anly to their client, but to the land and the legacy they're building upan.

“From design through the finished project it was a pleasure working
with Paul and his crew. Cape Dreams built a high-quality large home
with attention to the detail. The mill work and finishing touches are
spectacular. He was on time and in the budget that was established.
Paul was easy to work with and had many great suggestions as the
home was being built. | couldn’t be happier with the finished result and
the process was fun. His contractors have been great to work with and
continue to do work when we need attention to do maintenance. | would
highly recommend Paul and Cape Dreams for any size project.”

—LINDA FRAZZETTE, BREWSTER, MA
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Cape Dreams Building & Design
is a full-serviee residential and
light commercial build company
known for its versatility and its
precision, The team iz adept at
managing a spectrum of work—
from ground-up custom homes to
modest remodels—and brings the
same level of rigor toeach,

“We don't consider ourselves just
ancxchisive, high-end custom home
builder,” says founder and President
Paul van Steensel. “We take on
smaller projects and incorporate
high-quality work in any budget or
any type of project we do.”

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
That foundational belief continues to shape the company’s identity, one that
prioritizes relationships, craftsmanshipand consistency above allelze. These
tenets have guided Cape Dreams since its inception.

“At the beginning. we did alotof decks, sunreoms, rencvations. window and
available projects,” Paul recalls of the firm's earliest years.

That hands-on, all-in mentality beeame the bedrock of their now-celebrated
reputation. Today, clients continue to turn to Cape Dreams not only for
technical excellence but for a rare blend of transparency, accessibility and
superior design. Many clients return for second, even thivd, projects—often
referring friends and family to the team,

The team's value is most fully realized when brought in from the outset.

“It's very satisfying when you ean work with a client and architect from
the beginning.” Paul explains. “We are able to provide a lot of input to the
design process and can accommodate the owner's desires. Many times
the homeowner will visit our past projests; they'll see n specific laundry

1 Builder+Architect
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room or a built-in and they want to
incorporate that,”

FOUMND IM TRAMSLATION
Cape Dreams thrivesin thiscol laborative
space—acting as interpreter, advisor and
executor from concept to close.

Their design sensibility and expertize
extend bevond architesture into custam
millwork and finish carpentry. At the
heart of that effort is Timmerwerk,
Cape Dreams’ in-house millwork shop,
which specializes in creating bespoke
cabinetry. built-ins, furniture and archi-
tectural elements talloved to a home's
unigque needs,

Builder+Architect

The kitchen was designed to accommeodate the
BamEaWHEr's pastion for coaking and Tamily sathering.

“When space islimited, we will design
and install built-in dressers,” says Paul,
referencing their ability to engineer
solutions within tight footprints.

Timmerwerk enables the team to
respond with agility, craftsmanship
and artistic control=ensuring that
every finish detail, no matter how small,
supports the project’s overall vision.

COMMITTED TO QUALITY

Just az thoughtful as their spatial
maneuvering is their approach to
materials, Cape Dreams is deliberate
and discerning in the products
they recommend.

“We're guarded against sacrificing
quality,” Paul says

They work exclusively with suppliers
who not only meet their standards
for excellence. but who also treat
their clients with the same attention
and care,

“The salespeople are excellent,”
Paul adds. “They've worked with us
for many years, and they're incredibly
knowledgeable=helping our clients
choose products, finishes, and hardware
with the same level af service we expect
from ourselves."

These long-standing vendor
relationships ensure seamless

communication, high-quality materials
and a deeply integrated process
from procurement to installation
and completion.

What further distinguishes Cape
Dreams is its deeply collaborative
leadership with Paul, VP Allen Furman,
and project managers Jon Buck and
Peter Martinez., With a client-first
philosophy, the team is recognized
for the eraftsmanship and enduring
relationshipes they foster.

ROOTED IN COMMUNITY
The Brewster-based company was
formally founded in 2006, but a loose

notion of Cape Dreams took root in
Paul's early childhood. A South Shore
native, Paul grew up summering with
Family in Harwich. The coastal lifestyle
fit hiz personality. So, when deciding
on college, he opted for the western
seanboard of Californin, studyving
business at USC. After college he
returned to the place he treasured and
immediately began working under
local builders, He gained not just
technical training, but insight into
the unigue rhythms and demands of
coastal eonstruction. With time and
grit, Cape Dreams Bullding & Design
was founded,

Beyond thelr builds, Cape Dreams
remains deeply rooted in its community,
The company is an active contributor to
regional nonprofits, such as the Lower
Cape Outreach Council, a sponsor of the
CapeCod Baseball League, youth baseball
and Habitat for Humanity, and a member
of the Home Builders & Remodelers
Association of Cape Cod. These ties
reflect the same values that guide
their work: commitment, humility and
longevity. What truly sets Cape Dreams
apart, however, is itscommitment tolong-
term client relationships. The firm offers
maore than just the industey-standard
OTiE-yEAT WArTanty.
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EAUNLDER: Cape Dreams Building £

“We've gone back to homes years down the road,” Paul says, “if
something comes up or the elients need help”

This philosophy has cemented their reputation as a builder with
not justskill—lbut with heart. The way they price and plan reflects
that same ethic.

"The way we put proposals together is very transparent,”
Paul explains. “We don’t like to surprise clients at the end with
additional costs. We really try to capture everything client's
want from the beginning, to be fully honest and work with them
throughout the project.”

That imtegrity has been key to their growth—oand to the repeat
buziness that now forms the foundation of their portfolio.

“Weve completed additions or renovations for clients, and then
weare hived to build them a new custom home frem theground up.”

BHOTOURAPHY: RICHABD GAYLE

GROWING SUSTAIMABLY
Ultimately, Cape Dreams does more than construct homes—it
constructs relationships, legacies, and a sense of place. Every
project is a testament to the belief that thoughtful building
izn't defined by square footage or finlsh level, but by the clarity
of the vision and the integrity of those who bring it tolife,
Looking ahead, Cape Dreams is poized to evolve while
réemaining trwe to its roots, As ﬂ:r.)' cantinue to weleome
new clients and revisit past cnes, the firm is committed to
growing sustalnably—incorporating smart technologies,
strengthening their internal eapabilities like Timmerwerk,
and expanding thelr collaborative network of architectz and
artisans and giving back te the local community. Yet the
company's greatest ambition isn't seale but stewardship: to
remainatrusted partner to homeowners and to be considered
synonymous with eraftsmanship and care—for generations
tocome, s

For tnfermation, call 508 8963505 or visit their webaite at
capedreamabd.com,

| Buildersarchitect | i
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PHOTOGRAPHY: Mike Crana

PROJECT: rmouth, Cape Cod, MA = A challanging project captunes swoaping Lewis Bay views.
BUILDER: Capa Deeams Buliding & Design

ARCHITECT: AR Architocts, Alison Aboss|

PROJECT MANAGER: Allen Furman, VP

Builder+Architect v § k- Builder+architect
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PROJECT: Brewster, Cape Cod, MA - Architecturally, the home strikes a
graceful balance of coptamperany and Cape vernacular,

BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design

ARCHITECT: Doyle Caffin

FROJECT MANAGER: Allen Furman

Though it was Allen and the homeowners first collaboration, it
preved seamless, and the home quickly became ene of Allen’s
favorite prejects, Architecturally, the residence strikes a graceful
balance: contemporary in tone, yet comfortably rocted in the
Cape vernacular, Clean lines, a light-fillad Layeut, and thoughtful
matariality give the home a fresh, modarn sensibility —without
fealing out of place among the weathered shingles and quiet
landscapes of Brewster. It's a home that feels both considered
and contextual.

Sawryer Mazon flaoring from
Stonewood was installed

on the ceiling of the
dining ream

“We worked with Allen and his team from Cape Dreams . ! S
for our tear down/rebuild project in Brewster. We could ]
not have been happier with the results. Allen was very
patient, always took the time to answer our guestions,
and was very organized. He always paid attention to our
wishes and expectations. He made very certain that he
understood our vision. Their quality of work is exceptional
and they stayed true to budget. Allen's subs were also
great. They were friendly, on time, and kept a very
clean worksite. | cannot say enough about Allen and his
team. | would highly recommend Cape Dreams and we
would definitely use them again for future projects.”

—ALLISON &,

Builder+architect 3 1 Builder&architect
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Thouwgh the basement was not finished as part of the initial build, the team
prepped the space with infrastructurs & egress for futiee expansion.
Now completed, the basement includes a media room,
beediracm, full bath and a custom home gym constructed
with e same level of detail and refinement
fawnd threughout the upper levels.

Custom-formed
concrete backsplash

Builder +architect
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s large, and an L-shaped pantry
ar can b closod with a pocket doos,

PROJECT: Wast Yarmouth, Cape Cod, MA - ARCHITECT: Peter McDonald, AlA
A new custom traditional Cape home in a INTERIOR DESIGHER: Cathy Kert Interiors.
strict environmental area. BROJECT MANAGER: Allen Furman
BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design LAHDSCAPE: Sorbelle Landscaping, Ine.

In a coastal nelghborhood governed by strict environmental codes and FEMA flood zone
regulations, Cape Dreams partnergd with architect Peter McDonald to deliver a home as
functionally inventive as it ks architecturally alegant. The site's limitations were considerable,
Only a crawl space was permitted, making the placement of mechanical systems particularly
challarging. Yat, the Cape Dreams team, in closs coordination with their machanical comtractors
and the homeawner, turned constraint into cpportunity. With the basement off-Emits, the team
made the strategic decision to relocate the mechanical systems te the attic, This shift freed

up square foctage on the main flcor—space ariginally allocated for utilities—which was then
trarsformed inta a serene, light-filled office off the primary bedroom. Two precisely positioned
skylights frame sweeping water views fram the desk, while a playful porthole windaw, Enking
interior rooms, subtly recalls the nautical sumoundings fust beyond the walls.

PHOTOGRAPHY: MIKE CRANE

The hiuse Is filled with moments like these—rafinemants and renterpretations that alevate
the home's character while responding to the homeowner's evalving vishon. One such example
cama with the fireplace. Criginally designed as a clean, flush eleamant, the clent requested a The porthohs was the client's design idea that
maorne prasounced, dimensional presence in the room, Accommaodating this change requimd a was taken one step further by Allen Furman.
rathinking of verting lealstics and a custom surrcund, all of which were handled deftly by the He adeled one-way mirrored glass for privacy
Cape Dreams team, In a setting defined by its limitations, Cape Dreams construcied nok just in the oifice space without taking away the

a camplians structurs, but a geeply porsanal, higheperforming hame desioned to last thrauah view aut ta maln living asea.

seasons, storms, and generations.

ith Cape Drearr
armouth.
a f

t
not jL
utiful home

A senall
home affice
was built for
the cwner

in & space
lacatien that
was ariginally
aanmarkad for
machanicals,
The additicn

natural light.
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PROUECT: Eastham, Cape Cod, MA - Reimagining a childhocd hems into a
H multi-generaticnal eme for a repeat client

BUILDER: Cape Dreams Bullding & Design

ARCHITECT: Bamacdatte MacLeod, Ryder & Wilcox

PROJECT MARKGER: Jon Buck

A renavation and sddition. Cape Dreams was entrusted with this deeply personal renavation
and addition project. The hause had belenged to the client's parents and served as &
gathering place that brought together relstives and their children. Her parents passed, she
refurned—nat just ta the praperty but to the rools it represented—with a desire 1o hanar its
history while making it a place her children and grandchildren could continue to call hame,
Paul's team was asked to neéimagine a home aslready rich in memaries, converting it into a
multi-generational retreat filled with meaning and modern comfort.

Thie original structure was ¢ ly cuatted and
the past, Rathar, it was to presares its essance.

B4t the goal was never to erase

“There was a lot of nostalgia wrapped up in the planning and design,” recalied Jan Buck.

Thie layout nemalned largely intact, a daliberate chidos to ratain the home's tamillar riythim,
Select elemenis—swch as parts of the original floering and the core of the living reom—were
preservad and carefully woven Into the updated framework. New insulaticn and Sheatrock
throughout gave the old benes new lite, while respecting thelr ferm,

The addition brought fresh energy and functionality to the home. A& new kitchen anchors

the living space, opening into a vaulted-ceiling great room that serves as the home's vibrant
heart, A two-car garage was added, with a future studic space reughed in above—anticipating
future needs with the foresight that defines every Cape Dreams project. Cutdoor living was
also & priodity, and the teamn created a large screened-in porch and expansive rear deck that
aveerlook & quiet marsh, aMering bath privacy and a profound serse of place. Personal touches
wiere embedded throughout, The hemeowners salvaged a character-rich antigue fir doar that
wias ariganal to the home and tasked Cape Dreams with retrofitting it te the pantry. The rails
af frem a gistant relative's 1800° rope beed were repurpased, threugh seme tricky and skillful
joinery, inte a custom finplace mantle—preserving not just material but memory.

Even the laundry room received thoughtful attention, reflecting the cwner's desire for
functional ity withaut sacrificing aesthatics, Every decision, from layout to materlals, was
rooted in intentionality and care—creating a space where legacy and modem living coexist.
In the and, this was a hemacami act of ro and r . & space that
now serves the same family, in a new chapter, with the same warmth it always held. For
Cape Dreams, it was an hener not just to build, but to listen—and to translate memary into
architectune that endusmes.

Builder+Architect

—Erica Taber

PROJECT: Ovigans, Cape Cod, MA

BUILDER: Cape Dreams Bullding & Design
PROJECT BBANAGER: Allen Furman
ARCHITECT: Landing Studia
INTERHDR DESIGH: Ashley Bradicrd Intericrs

Faf some projects, the home begins not
with Blueprints, but with a conversation
abiout mesning.

Custom library bullt by
Cape Dreams Building & Design

Im this distinctive new build, the clients approached Cape Dreams with a personal requast:
Repurpese the rees that hasd e be remevesd from the proparty,

The felled troes were milled and seazoned, then transformed into a collection of heirloom-guality
pieces. A grand dining ream table, gaming tables and an entry bench—crafted from the tree

that ance stood at the front of the propery—now live on as funciional warks of ant througheut
the home. The fireplace manthe was salvaged from a nearby historic project—anather nod to
eontinuity and craftsmanship. The bright and spacious entryway showcases fine jeinery and
custam woodwork that 26t the tene for the hame's quiet elegance frem the moment you walk in.

NN
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Forward-thinking =
design was also

a priority. The

primary bathroom

was Intentionally
designed ta

support aging in

place, incorparating

full wheee|chair

acoe ¥ witha
layout and material
palette that feel
bath practical

and refined.
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A beautiful entranc

PROJECT: Orleans, Cape Cod, MA - New custom home
BUILDER: Cape Draams Building & Design

ARCHITECT: Barnadatte MacLeod, Ryder & Wikoon
PROJECT MANAGER: Paul wan Stecnscl

Builder+architect

PROJECT: Chatham, Cape Cod, MA - Whole-house
ranovation with secend floor addition transformed
imto a Nantucket=style cottage

BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design
ARCHITECT: Bornadette MacLeod, Ryder & Wilcex
PROJECT MIBNAGER: Peter Martinez

to perfectio
sible wit

Builder +Architect
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PROJECT: Brewstar, Cape Cod, MA (Red Wing)
BUILDER: Cape Dreams Bullding & Design
ARCHITECT: 5V Design

PROJECT BLNAGER: Allen Furman
INTERIOR DESHOK: Ashley Eradiond Interiers

Lie many of the firm's clients wha live abroad or in ancther state, these London-based clients
entrusted Cape Dreams with the full execution of thedr vision. They collaborated across time zones
with tha whale team, including project architects and McKenzie Engineering for structural design.
Cape Dreams canefully adapted an antique manthe {souced by the homeowner), madifying the
existing fireplace to meet current building code requirements.

Wi had o check the specilications 1o ensunk proper Separalion from combustibles,” recalled Allen
Furman, “Then, we stripped the original unit and rebullt areund the pece the owners had found,”

The result is a focal paint that tells a story—one of restoration, cradt and client-centered design.
(Mot shawn) The dining reom underwent a key design shift mid-process. Orginally designed with

deuble deors and flanking cerber windows, the layout was r 1o allow fora
oversized cenber window and a relocated door—maximizing natural Bght and view alignment.

One of the hama's mast inspired architectural gestures ks the axterior courtyand. Sheltered from
coastal wincs that sweap off the bay, this private garden space offers a year-raund connastion ta
nature, To fulfill tha owners” wish for integrated greenery, Cape Droams constructed a waterproot,
irrigated trough that allows far permanent plantings—climinating the need for cumberszame mavable
planters while supporting a lush, low=maintenance landscape experience,

Buildersarchitect
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BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design

ARCHITECT: Peter MeDanald

PROJECT MANAGER: Paul van Steensal

INTERIDR DESIGHER: Ashley Bradford Interiars

Landscaping: Sorbelle Lardscaping, Inc.

PROJECT: Eastham, Cape Cod, MA Creating new memories in an
"upside down living™ hiome.

Porched aleng a sconic strotch af Eastham's watordrent, this home marked
the baginning of what was a defining chapter for Cape Dreams Building &
Design. Designed by architect Peter McDonald, the residence was the one
of five Cape Dreams homes eventually built along the same read—each
tailared to its own site, yet all sharing the firm's signature craftsmanzhip
and attention to context.

The hemeowners were a dream bo work with—collaborative, clear in
Eheir vision and desply engaged throughout. The design was develeped
o take full adwantage of the setting with an upside-down layaut Living
spaces and the kitchen were pesitionad on the secend flgar to maximize
the ceastal pancrama, Accessibdity and long=term livability were alsg
part of the plan. The hame includes a residential elevater—seamiossly
integrated irto the layout—to ensure that all levels remain usabde and
comfartabie for decades to coma,

"Cape Dreams built my dream Cape house. We learned about Cape
Dreams from a neighbor who was very satisfied with their experience.
We toured several homes built by Cape Dreams and loved the quality and
craftsmanship. Paul at Cape Dreams worked with us throughout the process.
He was very good at letting us know what was happening, and we were g !
always able to reach him and discuss any issues. We are very satisfied with ? : T for groat views
our experience with Cape Dreams. Our house was completed on time.”

Thee: chinineg porch allcws

=M. Mensel, Eastham MA

+ Builder+architect
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PROJECT. East Orleans, MA (Geosnold)
BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design, LLC
ARCHITECT: Steven Hayes

PROJECT MAMAGER: Paul van Steensel
INTERIOR DESIGN: Melinda Headrick, Interiors
LAMDSCAPE DESIGN: Sorbello Landscaping, Inc.

PROJECT: Orleans, Cape Cod, MA Breathtaking views
fram one of the last buildable waterfronts lots in
Orleans, and this one in the coveted Pochet Association,

‘With views stretching out over the sands of Nauset
Beach, this East Orleans home cccupies a spectacular—
yet highly restricted—parcel of land. Conservation
regulations imposed tight limitations on the buildable
area, resulting in a narmow, triangular fostprint that
would challenge any design team, Cape Dreams finds
that constraint often sparks creativity.

The architecture was sculpted to work within the land"s
boundaries without sacrificing comfort or function.

“The site was extremely tight,” recalled Paul van
Steensel, “But we were able to work closely with the
client to integrate features that maximized avery inch of
the allowable footprint.”

The house features extensive built-in cabinetry and
custom bedroom storage tailored to the home's spatial
geomatry—all crafted to feel seamless and intentional,

commun
an L

juent
family t

1 Builder#architect
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PHOTOGRAPHY: Damiancs Photography PROJECT BIANAGER: Paul van Steensel This beautilul kome shows the craftsmarship of Cape Dreams
PROJECT: Ovleans, MA ARCHITECT: Bernadette MacLeod, and features a beautitul deck averlooking the water,
BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design Ryder & Wilcox

“We used Cape Dreams to build our new house. Having used them for the
renovation of our previous home, we knew we would have a good experience,
which we Paul van Steensel provided detailed information on costs associated
with the construction, working with us to ensure we made the wisest decisions.
The project moved along smoothly, with someone on the site wnrking *.;irtu.;;ll:-,f

every day—there were no significant gaps i
in a timely manner. Paul was always available to ant-w qup r.1ns ina l:|mely
manner. Most importantly for us, there were no surprises. ere was a cost
increase for something, it was beca we discussed it and made the decision to
do something different or additional. We highly recormmend Cape Dreams.”

—John Smith, Orfeans MA

6 Builder+Architect
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“We had very high, probably unrealistic, expectations for our
house that was being built by Cape Dreams. They not only
met but actually exceeded what we hoped was possible. We
interviewed several builders prior to deciding on Cape Dreams,
and it rapidly became clear that Cape Dreams was the only choice.
Paul van Steensel is an amazingly knowledgeable builder who
is “hands on” in every aspect of the process. His subcontractors
were all pleasant, professional and meticulous in their work. The
framing, finished carpentry and painting were all extracrdinary.
Thanks to Paul, we are now living our own Cape Dream.”

—GARY SABLE, EASTHAM, MA

Builder+Architect
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The views are spectacular

A custom

COMpass
regrasants the
longituds and
latitudae of the

homa orienting
where you are,

The clevator

is designed

o look ke a 3
clozet door.
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PHOTOGRAPHY: Damianes Photography
BUILDER: Cape Dreams Building & Design
ARCHITECT: Peter McDonald

PROJECT MANAGER: Paul van Steensel

Builder+architect

This meticulously built home offers a perfect blend of luxury,
privacy and nature, Qutdoors and seating area with a firepit.

L »

Builder+architect
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FROJECT: Orleans, MA profected by woodlands
DER: Caps Dreams Building & Design
WCHITECT: Rydar & Wilcax g
[IERIOR DESIGMER: Ashley Bradford Interi

PHOTOGRAPHY: MIKE CRANE PHOTOGRAPHY

Reengel, is President Allen Furman, Jon Buck and Peter
HMartinez, all Praject Managers

o fghty Allen Furman, WP and Projec
Manager, Paul van Steq
and Jon Buck, Project Manager

Allen has a MA C5L License, a degree in Construction Engineering
& Py et Manag nt, and & certified LEED AP. fwarded the
BRICC Award for Best Projpect Manager, Allen bhas been nec
Far his part, e really appreciates the
vark fosters with the clients.

Ethee family fold, durirg the co Lictian
truly the greatest compliment and
testamaent of frust,

Peter has constructed nolable pr in Boston and Cape Cod
lusding a 4,000-square-foat elliptical art studio in Duxbury, M.
icated to quality ard Bolds himzell and his subcontractors
higjhwst standards.

1 the bellef that hones
m make a lasting impression and truly di
us fram our compatitors,

Jon's career in crafsmanship began early in life, buildirg
is father in Chatham. Joi lled at ensur
i -can be manifested, ulilizing his CAD exp

n expertise and canelul eye for detail.

“When we help a client achieve their
gratificaticn in creating a home built to:

With a craftsman’'s eyes and a client-first philosophy, the team &
recagnized for the enduring relationships they faster

FHOTOGRAFHY: DAHIAHOS PHOTOGRAPHY
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